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                                                          The Union and Its Territory

General Introduction

Name of the Part The Union and its Territory

Articles Included Articles 1 to 4 (Total 4 Articles)

Related Schedules

First Schedule (List of States and 
Union Territories) and Fourth 

Schedule (Allocation of seats in 
Rajya Sabha)

Current Status (2026) 28 States and 8 Union Territories

Key Articles

	 Article 1 : Name and Territory of the Union

1.	 Formal Names of the Country
�	Bharat
�	India

1(1): "India, that is Bharat, shall be a Union of States"
2.	 States and their Territories 

�	First Schedule
�	Union ⇒ States only
�	Territory ⇒ States + Union Territories + Acquired territories

3.	 Union of States
�	Type of Governance/Polity
�	Influenced by Canada
�	Union of States
�	Federation of States

	h Not the result of an agreement
	h States have no right to secede from the Union
	h An indestructible Union of destructible States

	 Article 2 — Admission or Establishment of New States
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	 Article 3 : Formation of new States and alteration of areas, boundaries or names of existing States

	 Article 4 : Laws made under Articles 2 and 3 for the purpose of providing for the amendment of the First Schedule and the   
Fourth Schedule and for supplemental, incidental and consequential matters.

1.	 Article 4 : Any law enacted by Parliament regarding the admission or establishment of new states (Article 2), or the formation of new states 
and alteration of areas, boundaries, or names of existing states (Article 3), will not be considered a 'constitutional amendment' under Article 
368..
�	It is passed by a simple majority 

2	 Can India cede its territory to another country? 
�	Berubari Union Case (1960) : Parliament cannot cede Indian territory to a foreign country by simple majority under Art 3. 
�	A constitutional amendment under Article 368 is mandatory for this. 
�	Example : 100th Constitutional Amendment Act, by which territories were exchanged between India and Bangladesh.

                                                         Reorganization  of States

Commissions & Committees

�	Dhar Commission : june 1948  
�	The Dhar Commission was chaired by Justice S.K. Dhar.
�	It is also known as the First Linguistic Provinces Commission.
�	The report (December 1948) recommended that reorganisation should be based not on 

language, but on administrative convenience and geographical contiguity.
�	This resulted in widespread dissatisfaction among linguistic groups. 

�	JVP Committee : 1948–49
�	In view of the dissatisfaction over the Dhar Commission, Congress constituted the JVP Committee i n 

December 1948; its report was submitted in April 1949.
�	The committee also rejected language as the basis and gave priority to national unity, security 

and economic interests; however, it hinted at reconsideration under strong public pressure.

J V P Member

J Jawaharlal Nehru

V Vallabhbhai Patel

P Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya
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�	Potti Sriramulu & Andhra Movement — First Linguistic 
State
�	The demand was raised for a separate Andhra state for Telugu-

speaking people, carved out of Madras.
�	Potti Sriramulu began his fast unto death on 19 October 1952 

and passed away approximately 58 days later on 15 December 
1952.  

�	He was conferred the title 'Amarajivi' (Immortal Soul).'
�	In response to public outrage, Nehru announced a separate 

Andhra state on 19 December 1952
�	Andhra State was formed on 1 October 1953 from the Telugu-

speaking (northern) districts of Madras; its capital was Kurnool. 
It was India's first state formed on a linguistic basis.

�	The Andhra State of 1953 and Andhra Pradesh of 1956 are 
distinct entities.

�	On 1 November 1956, Andhra State was merged with the 
Telangana region of Hyderabad to form Andhra Pradesh; 
Hyderabad became the capital.

�	Fazal Ali Commission — States Reorganisation 
Commission, 1953 
�	The Fazal Ali Commission was constituted on 29 December 

1953, after the death of Potti Sriramulu
�	members (3) : 

	� Fazal Ali (Chairman), K.M. Panikkar, and Hriday Nath 
Kunzru.

�	The Commission submitted its report on 30 September 1955.
�	The Commission recommended abolition of the four-tier 

classification of states.
�	The Commission recommended 16 States and 3 Union 

Territories. 
	� The 7th Constitutional Amendment was enacted under the 

States Reorganisation Act, 1956.
	� The Act came into effect on 1 November 1956.
	� As a result of its implementation, 14 States and 6 Union 

Territories ultimately came into existence.

# Factors
1 Unity and Integrity of the Nation

2 Linguistic and Cultural Uniformity

3 Financial, Economic and Administrative System

4 Public Welfare Schemes
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